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(4) commends direct support professionals
for being integral to the provision of long-
term support and services for individuals
with disabilities;

(5) encourages the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics of the Department of Labor to collect
data specific to direct support professionals;
and

(6) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of public policies affecting individuals
with disabilities in the United States can de-
pend on the dedication of direct support pro-
fessionals.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2688. Mr. PORTMAN (for Mr. PETERS)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 2216, to
require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
formally recognize caregivers of veterans,
notify veterans and caregivers of clinical de-
terminations relating to eligibility for the
family caregiver program, and temporarily
extend benefits for veterans who are deter-
mined ineligible for the family caregiver pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2688. Mr. PORTMAN (for Mr.
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 2216, to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to formally recognize
caregivers of veterans, notify veterans
and caregivers of clinical determina-
tions relating to eligibility for the
family caregiver program, and tempo-
rarily extend benefits for veterans who
are determined ineligible for the fam-
ily caregiver program, and for other
purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Trans-
parency and Effective Accountability Meas-
ures for Veteran Caregivers Act” or the
“TEAM Veteran Caregivers Act’.

SEC. 2. MODIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATION OF
CAREGIVER PROGRAMS OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) FORMAL RECOGNITION OF CAREGIVERS.—

(1) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report regarding the
feasibility and advisability of formally rec-
ognizing all caregivers of veterans by identi-
fying any caregiver of a veteran in the elec-
tronic health record of the veteran.

(B) CAREGIVERS RECOGNIZED.—The recogni-
tion of caregivers described in subparagraph
(A) shall include recognition of —

(i) any family caregiver who is approved as
a provider of personal care services for an el-
igible veteran under the program of com-
prehensive assistance for family caregivers
under subsection (a) of section 1720G of title
38, United States Code; and

(ii) any caregiver of a covered veteran par-
ticipating in the program of general care-
giver support services under subsection (b) of
such section.

(C) TIMELINE.—If the Secretary determines
that formally recognizing all caregivers of
veterans as described in subparagraph (A) is
feasible and advisable, the report required by
such subparagraph shall include a timeline
for implementing such recognition.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—If the Secretary de-
termines that formally recognizing all care-
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givers of veterans as described in paragraph
(1)(A) is feasible and advisable, the Secretary
shall implement such recognition in accord-
ance with the timeline included in the report
required by such paragraph.

(b) NOTIFICATIONS, EXTENSION OF BENEFITS,
AND DISCHARGE FROM FAMILY CAREGIVER
PROGRAM.—Section 1720G(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraphs:

‘“(12)(A) The Secretary shall notify the in-
dividuals described in subparagraph (C) re-
garding decisions affecting the furnishing of
assistance under this subsection using stand-
ardized letters, as the Secretary determines
such notifications and letters to be appro-
priate.

‘“(B) A notification provided under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include the elements re-
quired for notices of decisions under section
5104(b) of this title to the extent that those
elements apply to such notification, unless,
not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of the Transparency and Effective
Accountability Measures for Veteran Care-
givers Act, the Secretary determines that it
would not be feasible to include such ele-
ments in such notifications and submits to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port setting forth the reasons for such deter-
mination.

‘“(C) The individuals described in this sub-
paragraph shall include—

‘(i) an individual who submits an applica-
tion for the program established under para-
graph (1);

‘“(ii) an individual determined by the Sec-
retary to be an eligible veteran pursuant to
such an application; and

‘‘(iii) a family caregiver of an eligible vet-
eran who is—

‘() approved as a provider of personal care
services under paragraph (6)(B); or

‘“(IT) designated as a primary provider of
personal care services under paragraph
(D(A).

‘“(13)(A) If the Secretary determines that a
veteran receiving services under the program
established under paragraph (1) is no longer
eligible for such program solely because of
improvement in the condition of the vet-
eran—

‘(i) the effective date of discharge of the
veteran from the program shall be not ear-
lier than the date that is 60 days after the
date on which the Secretary provides notice
of such lack of eligibility under paragraph
(12)(A) to the relevant individuals described
in paragraph (12)(C); and

‘“(ii) the Secretary shall extend benefits
under the program established under para-
graph (1) for a family caregiver of the vet-
eran described in paragraph (12)(C)(iii), in-
cluding stipends under paragraph
(B)(A)({i)(V), if such an extension is deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary, for a 90-
day period following discharge of the veteran
from the program.

‘(B) This paragraph shall not be construed
to limit the authority of the Secretary—

‘(i) to prescribe regulations addressing
other bases for—

‘“(I) the discharge of a veteran from the
program established under paragraph (1); or

‘“(IT) the revocation of the designation of a
family caregiver of a veteran as a primary
provider of personal care services under
paragraph (7)(A); or

‘“(ii) to provide advance notice and ex-
tended benefits under the program, as appro-
priate, if another basis for discharge of a vet-
eran described in subclause (I) of clause (i) or
revocation of a designation described in sub-
clause (IT) of such clause applies.”.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I have
5 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, November
17, 2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
November 17, 2020, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
November 17, 2020, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURING, TRADE,

AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

The Subcommittee on Manufac-
turing, Trade, and Consumer Protec-
tion of the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, April 30, 2019, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

————
TRIBUTE TO COLLEEN HEALY

Mr. LEE. Madam President, in a city
divided by politics, a nation riven by
disease, and an era defined by partisan
opportunism, it is vital to remember
that there are among us, mercifully, on
Capitol Hill, a few men and women who
embody the very highest ideals of hon-
esty, charity, public service, and per-
sonal integrity.

As chairman of the Joint Economic
Committee for the past 2 years, I have
had the privilege of knowing one of
these indispensable patriots.

I rise today, before the end of my
term as chairman of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee and at the end of her
40th year of service on the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, to commend to all
of my colleagues the personal and pro-
fessional merits of Ms. Colleen Healy.

Colleen was born in Port Allegany,
PA, to Bob and Theresa Healy and is a
sister to Bob, Barry, Brian, and Bret.
She attended Port Allegany Union
High School, where she participated in
the school band, chorus, student gov-
ernment, and the Spanish club. As a
senior, she was selected by her class-
mates to compete for the title of Penn-
sylvania State Laurel Queen of 1969.
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